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COVENT GARDEN THEATRE AND THE 
LEGITIMATE DRAMA. 


‘He that is stricken blind, cannot forget 
The precious treasure of his eyesight lost.” 
Romeo and Juliet. 


To the Editor ‘of the Theatrical Jonrnal. 


My dear Mr. Editor,—A few weeks 
since I addressed to you a few words upon 
the Drama at Old Drury, will you now 
vouchsafe to receive a few brief remarks 
upon the same at Covent Garden ? 

Covent Garden then, has, respecting the 
Drama, like its fellow patent, sunk—though 
perhaps more Jately—into a state of de- 
generacy, which might, by the facetiously 
inclined, be termed defunct. And the poor 
one’s requiem of 


‘Rattle his bones over the stones, 
He’s only a pauper that nobody owns,” 


may also become the epitaph and memento 
mort of High Tragedy at Covent Garden. 
Such is true, and 

* Pity ’tis, *tis true.” 

An alarm has been spread but recently 
that, the cause of this decline is because 
we have not actors capable of representing 
the legitimate. Such conclusions are about 
as ridiculonsly wise as was Byron’s dis- 
covery that Pope was a poet and tnat Shak- 
spere was not. Now I think, and think 
“the world ,thinks so too,” that they were 
both poets, and nothing less than epic, witty, 
sublime, and serene poets, thought the ad- 
ditional appendage of genius were part 
and parcel of the paraphanalia of their 
literary excellences!' But we have actors 


capable of representing the Drama, there- 
fore why should Covent Garden be made 
the desert of the histrionics when there are 


grace its time-honoured stage? It is true 
we have not a Garrack, a Kemble, or Ed- 
mund Kean, nor a Young: but we have 
nevertheless tragedians and comedians that 
could create sympathy, strike awe and pro- 
duce merriment around the walls of this 
once popular house, and impart honour to 
this once great scene of High Tragedy. 
Mr. Charles Kean is at the Princess’s, and 
although in full possession of genius, talent, 
public patronage and approbation, is more 
worthy to tread the boards of Covent Gar- 
den, where his father before him so often 
revelled in the utmost zenith of his powers 
and justly accorded fame. We might hope 
to see such another scene in the son were 
the public, in general, to support and patro- 
nise more fully our own National Drama, 
instead of the many clap-trap affairs of the 
day. As for Italian Opera Houses, one is 
sufficient in London, and that one Her 
Majesty’s; if there be more, let not such 
be transacted in a national theatre. In 
proof of this assertion recur to the recent 
failures of the management of the Italian 
Opera House—they are tantamount to the 
fact. 

Were a manager to open this theatre for 
the purpose of representing the legitimate 
Drama, the cry would be “lui bono? the 
public in general will not support him.” 
And the more is the pity that they should 
desert the pure talent of their own country- 
men and support “foreign” productions 
and “foreign” artists ; notwithstanding that 
foreign productions in a certain degree are 
acceptable, but when they become an end- 
less monopoly in the form of “translations” 
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Italian Operas, it becomes unbearable in 
the extreme. For certain we have authors 
possessive of eminent talent, who, if en- 
couraged and a field open for them, could 
produce pieces that would do honour to 
poet and playwright. They want but en- 
couragement—give them the word to “ pro- 
ceed with your work and success will 
attend you”—if it was so we should then 
see better things. But now the tragedian 
who represents the great tragic muse is left 
to mourn over a beggarly account of empty 
benches, or what accounts to about the same 
thing, not full enough to dispense with the 
liabilites of the manager. Yet these dis- 
crepancies might be over-ruled, as might 
also Covent Garden flourish were it opened 
by a skilful, efficient, manager with a like 
corps dramatique, embracing sufficient talent 
to render pieces effective ; but pro tem there 
seems no likelihood of any embarking in 
the affair; yet, Sir, hope lives with us nor 
quits us till we die. 

As is generally known, Covent Garden 
was for years the home of Tragedy and 
Comedy, as well as Farcial, Pantomimical, 
and other pieces, why then should it be 
what it now is? All our bye-gone actors, 
including Kean, the Kembles, Young, and 
that eminent man of genius and eccentricity, 
George Frederick Cooke; Mrs. Siddons 
and Mrs. Glover have—within its walls— 
delighted millions by their united and grand 
displays of histrionic and other perform- 
ances. Grimaldi, too, in the height of his 
mimic glory revelled there in his nightly 
orgies. All these scenes have now van- 
ished, and Covent Garden, once the National 
House, has become defacto the Home of the 
Ttalian Muse, and month after month, season 
after season seem to pass away and with 
them go all hopes of ever seeing Covent 
Garden in statu quo. We no longer see 
the tragedies of Shakespere, Rowe, Dryden, 
&c., nor the comedies of Holcroft, Cum- 
berland, Sheridan and Colley Clibber per- 
formed at this house; and, indeed, but 
seldom at any other, for the English stage 
has nigh become a translation from the 
French, and France’s poets supply the 
generality of our English authors with both 
plot and matter, because, forsooth, many of 
them have ceased to furnish them them- 
selves ; in consequence of which the English 





stage is gradually gliding into a foreign 
dynasty, and foreign productions are amal- 
gamated, translated, and worked up to 
dulcify—with the flavour of a foreign pill— 
the tastes of our English audiences. In 
my opinion, the gentleman who translates a 
play is entitled to no other praise beyond 
that of being sufficiently qualified to trans- 
late, together with a little tact and thought 
to adapt. I, however, hope to see a change 
come over all these scenes when Covent 
Garden will be devoted to our English dra- 
matists ; and that our rising authors will 
avoid translating foreign productions, or at 
least to a certain degree; and that they 
will devote their study to writing works of 
their own pure and undeniable imaginations. 
Unless this is done, our English stage will 
become a decided eleve under the guidance 
of foreign authors and dictators. 

What I have said no true lover of the 
drama can dispute ; besides it reflects, most 
visibly, an evident want of, or loss at, in- 
vention on the part of those gentlemen who 
would borrow rather than invent. I should 
not, my dear Sir, I am well aware, in this 
amicable time of all Nations (so rendered 
by the Great Exhibition) complain of our 
foreign friends, neither do I, I merely com- 
plain of our own countrymen who carry on 
a system of purloining from the French, 
which in my opinion, goes far to make us ap- 
pear a poor and inefficient body of people, 
who, to carry out our aims with perfectness, 
are forced to copy and borrow from other na- 
tions. There are of course exceptions, and 
worthy ones. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 


B. W. W. 
METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


DRURY LANE, 

On Thursday last the season terminated 
at this house; the audience was a numerous 
one, being for the benefit of Signor Schira. 
At the conclusion of the opera Mr. Bunn 
addressed the audience, and was greeted 
with more than usual enthusiasm, The 
energetic manager having placed himself 
metaphorically in ‘‘ the House,” said that it 
afforded him great satisfaction to assure 
“the lords and gentlemen” that he had re- 
ceived throughout an arduous session the 
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most cordial co-operation from every mem- 
ber of his government, and that he con- 
tinued on the most friendly relations with 
his allies; he begged to inform the gentle- 
men of the House of Commons (looking to 
the gallery) that, although the estimates 
were framed with a view to the strictest 
economy, the receipts had not been found 
equal to the expenditure, entirely occasioned 
by a falling-off in one important branch of 
the revenue—the income-tax—at the same 
time reminding them that they (the gentle- 
men of the Commons) were relieved from a 
heavy taxation, having to pay only a little 
more than one-half of that to which they 
were formerly accustomed. Mr. Bunn then 
eulogised the general zeal of the company, 
assured the audience of their gratitude, and 
also of his own, and promised that during 
the recess their best efforts should be di- 
rected to make the next season as brilliant 
as possible. (Immense cheering ‘from the 
whole house, in the midst of which the en- 
terprising lessee retired.) 
SADLER'S; WELLS. 

This theatre will be opened on Monday 
next, with an operatic company, under the 
direction of Miss P. Horton; the principai 
artists engaged are Messrs. W. Harrison, 
Wentworth, Manvers, Mesdames Horton, 
Louisa Pyne, Rebecca Isaacs, and a con- 
ductor of first-rate ability, Mr. Reed, 
with such a host of talent, we trust the 
speculation will prove a successful one. 

SURREY. 

The regular season having closed, the 
announcements for the ensuing one have 
appeared. Miss Romer is the new lessee, 
and a very excellent company she has re- 
tained, among whom we are pleased to find 
the name of Mr. Charles West already such 
a favourite here. Mr- W. West is retained 
as stage manager, and operas mingled with 
melo-dramas will be the ‘‘ order of the day.” 

MARYLEBONE. 

The appearance of the celebrated Ameri- 
ean actor Mr. Buchanan, has excited great 
satisfaction, and the manner in which this 
theatre continues to be managed by the 
clever and shrewd Mr. E. T. Smith merits 
very considerable praise. 

QUEEN’S. 


in Wilks’s striking drama of The Galley 
Slaves of Toulon, which has now reached 
its fifth week of repetition here. Mr. Stan- 
field James’s new piece appears directly, 
we hear it very much praised. 


STANDARD. 


This theatre is announced to close for a 
few nights, this evening (Tuesday). Last 
night the house was crammed, the enter- 
tainments being for the benefit of Mr. John 
Douglas—decidedly one of the best repre- 
sentatives of the Rritish tar now on the 
British stage. The house re-opens on 
Whit-Monday with very extraordinary at- 
tractions. 


AMERICAN DRAMATIC FUND. 

( Held at Aston House.) 
The American Dramatic Fund dinner, 
took place upon the 10th of last month, 
Col. Stebbing, President, in the chair; Mr. 
J. Wallack on his right, and Mr. James T° 
Brady as vice ; the dinner went off capitally, 
and the speeches were very humourous. 
Amongst the list of contributors to the fund 
may be mentioned, Mr. J. Wallack, Mrs. 
Fitzwilliam, Madame Celeste, W. P. Chap- 
man, Mr. G. Vandenhoff, Madame Anna 
Thillon, Mr. G. V. Brooke, and W. B. 
Aston Esq., the proprietor of the Hotel, fifty 
dollars each. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 

A, M.—yYou should ask any newsvender or 
bookseller near you, they would get it you 
weekly. 

P. P.—We answered the question before, we do 
not believe the lady is married. 

W. L.—We feel obliged by your letter, and 
shall at all times feel a pleasure in noticing 
any communication we may be favoured with. 

Juno—Mr, F. Mead of the Surrey Theatre, came 
out at that house about four years back to 
the best of our recollection. 

C. NIGHTINGALE must excuse us not inserting 


actors. 

MustcoLo.—Miss Romer would be:a very likely 
person to buy the opera, as she has taken the 
Surrey for a limited season ; whoever bought 
it of course would be at the expense of wri- 
ting the various parts out. 

W. L. Eaton.—It is a bad season to try a farce 
just now, so many theatres are closed, stop 
till the Wells and Strand opens and we will 





Mr. E, Green appears to great advantage 


try what we can do for you. 


a second letter upon the merits of the two 
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J. B.—We will look over the extravaganza at 
our earliest covenience. 
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GARRICK, KEMBLE, KEAN AND 
MACREADY. 

(The following paper is altered from the me- 
moranda of a gentleman who.died some years ago 
and who for half a century was a playgoer.) 

David Garrick, when I recollect him, 
was aman of middle age, and in the 
zenith of a fame that if equalled, was never 
surpassed. 

The wonderful;fidelity, finish, and accu- 
racy of his performances both tragic and 
comic, is still a source of wonder to me, 
now that I look back on them through the 
vista of nearly three-score years; and 
though I was a lad then, I retain the most 
perfect remembrance of his face, his voice, 
his gestures. There was genius—a genius 
strong, vigorous, full of fire, of passion and 
of infinite resources, 

Garrick’s tragedy in some respects was 
not to my mind so astonishing as his comedy. 
His Richard, Lear, Hamlet, and Falcon- 
bridg were not finer on the whole—for how 
could they be ?—than Kean’s Shylock, Mrs. 
Siddons’s Lady Macbeth, and Kemble’s 
Coriolanus ; but his Abel Drugger, his Ran- 
ger, and Don Felix were matchless. 
Garrick had not more pathos than Barry, 
more intensity than Kean, he had not a 
fine person and a perfect voice; yet how 
wondrous his effects. His face spoke, his 
voice seemed an echo of your own thoughts 
of what a character must be (if I may so 
speak), and you forgot that an actor, who 
did not tower physically above others, for 
he was but five feet 6, represented the 
hero of the poet’s imagination. 

John Kemble, an inferior genius to Gar- 
rick, had the advantage of one of the hand- 
somest faces [ ever saw. He looked every 
inch a king, and with all his faults he was 
a fine tragic actor. Indeed, when I recollect 





his Coriolanus, Hamlet, Jaques, Wolsey 
and Brutus, I should hesitate to say that he 
was not a great performer. At all events 
I have never seen more than three trage- 
dians since the time of Garrick of higher 
merit. 

He was monotonous, slow, and very 
solemn in his delivery, and, being asmatic 
latterly, his words were pronounced with 
difficulty. 

Kean } have always thought a brilliant 
genius, with equal faults to Kemble, but 
more soul. He lives in the whirlwind and 
the lightning of passion; and in the ex- 
pression of withering scorn and irony he is 
matchless. I do not think I have ever seen 
any actor more admirable in Shylock and 
Othello ; but his Hamlet, Lear, Macbeth, 
and some other parts did not create so vivid 
an impression. His eye is as splendid as 
Garrick’s ; but his diminutive size precluded 
his realising heroic characters so well as 
Kemble and some others. 

They tell me I ought to admire Macready 
more than Ido; but I don’t think him 
equal to any of the actors above named— 
at all events in Shakespere,. His Werner, 
and William Tell, however, are excellent, 
and he is a scholar and a thinker. 





AMATEUR . THEATRICALS. 


CAMBERWELL HALL. 

Mr. Harrison’s Dramatic Readings.— 
We attended this gentleman’s reading of the 
play of the Lady of Lyons last week at this 
Hall, and regretted to find he was labour- 
ing under a cold and sore throat, which 
much retarded his usual power of elocution 
and rendered more difficult his personation 
of character ; for, although not “ dressed” 
for the latter, he “served up” the “raw 
material’ quite to our “taste,” and could 
the magic wand of Harlequin touch the 
dress to suit the character, we might ima- 
gine we had before us a whole company of 
comedians instead of a single actor. The 
evening was very unfavourable, but not- 
withstanding which the hall was two-thirds 
filled with a most respectable auditory, at 
whose hands Mr. H. was warmly applauded. 


CABINET THEATRE KING’S CROSS. 
This very pretty little Amateur Theatre 
was opened for a performance on Friday 
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last. The audience assembled, consisted 
principally of ladies who were in full evening 
dress, many of which arrived in their own 
private vehicles; the house has gone under 
considerable improvements, and is re-de- 
corated in a style quite unique. The first 
part of the performance commenced with 
Douglas Jerrold’s petit comedy in two acts 
entitled, Gertrude’s Cherries, which is a 
piece admirably suited for the trial of ama- 
teurs. Mr. W. Lacy, who played Wil- 
oughby, anold retired gentleman who had 
lost an only son, and who he was led to 
suppose was killed at the battle of Waterloo, 
played with great feeling and effect ; in se- 
veral scenes he displayed pathos of the first 
order ; indeed, this amateur is very much 
improved of late. Mr. F. Walters we think 
is the name of the gentleman who played 
the Frenchman, was quite at home in the 
part, his dialect of broken English was very 
good, and his acting in every respect effective 
and he obtained well merited applause ; 
the parts also of Vincent and Halcyon were 
done ample justice to, by Messrs. Merton 
and Garland; Mr. Dale had a capital con- 
ception of Crossbone, but not being up in 
the part it was not so good as it might have 
been. Miss E, Fiest was both interesting 
and clever as Gertrude, and in the serious 
portions of her acting@evidently made a 
great impression upon the audience, who 
did not fail to testify their opinion by fre- 
quent bursts of approbation. Miss Herbert 
undertook the character of Mrs. Crossbone, 
at a short notice in lieu of Miss Routledge, 
the exchange we think an improvement, 
for her acting was all that could be desired. 


PROVINCIALS. 


LiverpooL.—RoyaL AMPHITHEATRE— 
The nature of the performances of the last 
week have been of the highest grade. Miss 
Cuttriss, a most praise-worthy and pleasing 
actress, took a benefit on Friday evening, 
presenting a most luscious bill of fare. On 
Saturday evening we had Romeo and Juliet, 
alsothe Brigand. The principal characters 
in the former piece were well supported by 
Mr. Davenport and Miss Vining. Monday 
evening the Gamester was enacted, also the 
Carpenter of Rouen, in most pleasing style. 
On Tuesday, for the first time, we had the 
new play, Castilian Honour, from the. pen 

















of a New York gentleman. There is an 
on dit on the tapis, that “the little Bate- 
mans,” Barry Sullivan, and the Vandenhoffs 
are coming. Sullivan is a god of idolatry 
with the Liverpool people. This evening 
(Wednesday) Mr. Davenport takes his 
benefit, figuring as the heroes of Rob Roy 
and Black-eyed Susan. There should not 
be a vacant seat in the house, if he has im- 
partial justice awarded him. 

Apvetrnut Tueatre. — The stentarian 
voice Lennox has departed ;_ his benefit was 
a striking proof of his popularity. Miss 
Curryer made an appeal to her friends on 
Friday evening, which resulted in but a luke- 
warm response, Better fortune the next 
time. Asa most indefatigable and indus- 
trious little actress, we could have wished 
her better success. Saturday evening, the 
attraction was of a nature well calculated to 
produce a crowded house ; Messrs. Smyth- 
son, Hill, and Miss Marriott were loudly 
applauded in their efforts. On Monday, 
the drama of the Indian Pirate, was pro-~ 
duced. Mr. Abel, and his beautifully 
trained dogs appeared during the evening. 
The fortunes of this house under the veteran 
management of Mr. Edgerton are beginning 
to assume a Californian aspect. Last eve- 
ning Mr. Hill took his benefit; this gentle- 
man is the pride of the facetious department, 
and his name being a tower of strength, he 
was sure to possess attractive metal. 


CotossruM.— The band of diversified 
talent at this house for the present week 
cannot but replenish Mr. Heath’s exchequer 
department, when we enumerate the follow- 
ing highly-gifted group—M. Currell, the 
modern wonder; Ricardo and his infant 
phenomenon ; Signor Huntini and his son ; 
Mr. Baker executes his miraculous basket 
feat, Tuesday evening. The spirited and 
gentlemanly manner in which the Messrs. 


Heath’s conduct their business is one of 


general note. 


Concert Hatut.—Gallagher during the 
week has been palming off his ‘“blarney- 
isms” from his Hibernian Knapsack with 
pretty good effect. 

BristoL THEATRE.—The annual meeting of 
the proprietors was held on Tuesday, at the 
Commercial-Rooms, when there was a strong 
muster of the shareholders, ‘The accounts hav. 
ing been gone through, a dividend of £4 10s, per 
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share was declared, and at the same time there 
was a good balance left in hand, to provide for 
repairs, contingencies, &c. This shews the 
satisfactory way in which the affairs are man- 
aged, as we believe there is not another pro. 
vincial theatre paying any thing like such a 
dividend, Great praise is due to Mrs. Macready 
for her exertions. 

Dersy THEATRE.—THE Mayor’s BESPEAK 
on Friday last, resulted in the boxes and pit 
being overcrowded. ‘The Mayor, onhis entrance 
was greeted with sounds of applause. The pieces 
selected were, Married Life,and The Honeymoon, 
which highly amused the house. In the first 
piece, owing to the illness of Miss Lee, a young 
lady was suddenly called upon to play the part, 
and this of course rather marred ‘some portions 
of the play ; but the pieces on the whole were 
well played, Mr, Woolgar, Mr, Saville, Mr. 
Gomersal, Mrs. and Miss Kate Saville, and 
others acting their parts extremely well. Mr, 
Gomersal is a humorous actor, 


EpINBURGH.—MR, PuHetprs has created a 
great sensation by his performance of Sir Per- 
tinax Mac Sycophant in the Man of the World. 
So great was his success in the part that he has 
been engaged to return to Edinburgh after his 
present engagement in Dublin has terminated, 
in order to give his admirers an opportunity of 
witnessing him again in a character which, 
though excellent as a dramatic study, is by no 
means complimentary to the Scottish character, 


NorrTincHamM,—Mr. Woolgar, from the Hay- 
market and Adelphi, has been playing with 
great success at the theatre in this town during 
the yeomanry week, His performance of Vir- 
ginius, the Stranger, and Belphegor was warmly 
applauded by numerous audiences, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TyNE.—This theatre closed 
on Friday, the performances being for the benefit 
of Mrs. E. D. Davis, who, however, was unable 
to appear through illness, The house was very 
well attended, and Mr. Davis} announced, amid 
great applause, that he had renewed his lease 
for the establishment. 


DoncastER.—Mr. E. Laws‘has appeared here 
in Wilks’s drama of The Seven Clerks, which 
was extremely well received, Mr. Laws being 
called for at its termination, Very good houses. 


Loneton.—Mr. Thorne has opened a new 
theatre here with great success, This being the 
first dramatic establishment ever known in this 
town, much curiosity was excited, and the en- 
tertainments, we are glad to add, afforded un- 
limited satisfaction. 


Dousii~.—Queens.—Mr. Joseph continues to 
do extremely well here, and deserves to do so, 
his unremitting efforts to please deserving the 


in The Man of the World with the greatest 
success. 


MANCHESTER.—THEA?RE Royat.—On Fri- 
day evening last Mr. Barry Sullivan took his 
benefit, on which occasion he selected for the 
entertainments Richelieu and Catherine and 
Petruchio, both the Cardinal and Petruchio he 
played very effectively. We take much pleasure 
in informing our readers that John Knowles, 
Esq., has kindly offered the theatre, including 
all expenses, for six weeks, for the benefit of 
the local charities; and also that letters have 
been received from Mr. and Miss Vandenhoff, 
Mr, and Mrs, Charles Dillon, Mr, Barry Sullivan, 
and others of the profession, offering their 
valuable and gratuitous services in aid of the 
same. The committee have been successful in 
obtaining the patronage of the Queen, Prince 
Albert, and an extensive list of the nobility and 
gentry. 

Queen’s THEATRE.—On Saturday last Bel- 
phegor was performed ; the part of the Mounte- 
bank being sustained by Mr. Roberts Tindell, 
whose conception of the character is very good, 
particularly in the opening and last scenes. 
Mr, R, F. Smith, as Panfarouade, was very 
humourous, and Mr. Courtly, as Hercule de 
Montbazan, was very good—his dress was ad- 
mirable—indeed, we do not know any actor 
who dresses so up to his character, or with so 
much good taste. Miss Donaldson (a mere child) 
took the part of Henri very well indeed, we 
did not expect from “so young a body so old a 
head.” On Saturday next the old favourite, 
Mr. John Neville and his daughter Clara, make 
their first appearance these five years, 


Free TRADE Hati.—Pablo Fanque’s troupe 
are still here doing wonders! During the past 
week we have had a great variety of changes, 
including Miss Emily Wells, a remarkably clever 
little child, whose performances are truly won- 
derful; also Mr. Henrico, whose astounding 
feats with the Cannon Balls we never saw any 
thing to equal. The Milner Familyfare still here 
and gaining fresh laurels each evening, We 
find by announcement that the equestrian season 
is drawing to a close, therefore we should advise 
those who have not yet been, to “ stand not upon 
the order of going,” but go at once. 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


Tue City or Loypon THEATRE opens for 
the summer season under the clever manage- 
ment, as usual, of Mr. E, F. Saville, in about 
three weeks. We hear that a strong company 
is engaged, and that most extensive novelties 
will be produced. 

Ir 1s sTATED that Mr. A. Saville, the popular 
personator of old men, is engaged at the Mary- 








highest encomiums. Mr, Phelps has appeared 
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EGERTON WILKs’s celebrated drama of Scar- 
det Mantle will be published in the early part of 
next week, by Duncombe & Co. High Holborn, 


THE Pavition, we understand, has closed. 


Mrs, Macreavy.—We have much pleasure 
in stating that this lady, who has been alarmingly 
ill, is now considerably better, and in a fair 
way of recovery. 


Mr. Barry Sutttvan, with Miss Vanden- 
hoff and her father, have been performing at 
Liverpool to middling houses Miss Vandenhoff’s 
play, Woman’s Heart, has been successful, and 
will add to the coffers of the manager, Mr, 
Copeland. 


New Ptay AT THE PRincess’s.—Mr. Lovell’s 
new five act play, which has been for some time 
in the theatre, will be produced on Whit-Mon- 
day. A three act drama by Mr. Bourcicault, 
will be the next novelty at this popular estab- 
lishment, 

Mavame Saqut.—A_ biographical notice in 
the Patrie of Madame Saqui, who at the age 
of 75 years, is now dancing on the tight rope at 
the Hippodrome, states some curious facts to 
account for her being compelled at so advanced 
a period of life to continue a fatiguing and haz- 
ardous performance. It appears that Madame 
Saqui had acquired a handsome fortune many 
years ago, and had resolved to retire, when her 
brother, who was the manager of the Rouen 
Theatre, was on the point of becoming bankrupt 
with debts amounting to 60,000f.; and to save 
his credit, Madame Saqui paid the whole amount, 
and reduced herself to poverty. Since that 
time she has never been enabled to accumulate 
suffic’ent wealth to retire, and latterly, accord- 
ing to the Patrie, she met with a terrible mis- 
fortune, She was returning from Spain with 
about 30,000f., the fruit of great exertions, 
when she was stopped by banditti and robbed 
of the whole of her money. tn her youth she 
was patronised by the Emperor Napoleon, who 
frequently made her presents; and on one oc- 
casion, when much in want of money to meet 
her engagements, she applied to the Emperor 
for the large sum of 10,000f., and he sent it to 
her immediately. 


Orympic.—A new burlesque, by two popular 
authors, will be produced at this theatre on 
Whit-Monday. A new five-act play by Mr. 
George Bennett is also in rehearsal, and will be 
brought out on the same evening. 


We understand Mr, Hoskins, late of the Wells, 
and now of the Olympic, is about giving lessons 
in elocution, and prepares young persons of 
both sexes for the stage. This gentleman is one 
of the first educated actors on the stage, and as 
an actor an immense favourite. 


lessee of the Cabinet Theatre, to state that Mr. 
St. Clair is in no way connected with that es- 
tablishment. 


A THEATRICAL MANAGER IN TRovUBLE.—In 
the York County Court, last week, Mr. Beverly, 
the lessee of the York theatrical circuit, was 
committed to York Castle for 40 days for not 
obeying an order of the court for the payment 
of a claim in which Messrs. Wallis and Co., of 
Hull, timber merchants, were plaintiffs, for cash 
due for wood goods sold and delivered, On the 
same day two other judgments were given 
against the defendent, one at the suit of a stage 
carpenter, and the other by a member of the 
orchestra. 


APPLICATION FOR A ‘THEATRICAL LICENSE.—= 
On Thursday last Mr. Greaves, late theatrical 
manager at Manchester, Carlisle, and White- 
haven, applied at the Police Office, Hull, for a 
license to the Queen’s Theatre in that town. 
Evidence was adduced in favour of the appli- 
cant; but the decision was postponed in order 
to bring forward certain testimonials at all time 
essential in such cases, Mr. Greaves had al- 
ready entered into negociations with Mr, Phelps, 
Mr, Creswick, Mr. Wallack, Mr. Anderson, and 
other eminent artistes, his intention being to 
“bring before the public the most sterling 
talent.”” That the license will be granted we 
have not the least doubt; Mr. G. evidently 
means well, and we trust that success may at- 
tend him in his arduous undertaking. 





THE CHIMNEY SWEEPERS. 
Written by the Rev. Mr. Walker—Music by 
Dr. Beckwitt.* 


We be chimney sweepers, ladies, 

Fire defenders our dash trade is ; 

And e’er the dawn of day doth peep, 

We start the lark with sweep, sweep, sweep, 

And on May-day, we sons of soot, 

Thro’ the streets do featly foot— 

With silver garlands all so grand, 

And thus we dance our saraband, 

Cuorvs. 

With a ruttick, a cluttick, a wallet, a 

satchel, Oh! rare May-day. 


We be kings and queens, and dukes— 

There’s Lord Iyemig and Lady Jewkes; | 

And hand in hand with Madame Flaskin, | 

The great grandee, Don Galligaskin. 

So ladies now we bid adieu ! 

May May-day ever shine on you ; 

And thus in all our gear so fine, 

With Madame Montague we dine !|— 

CHorvs. 

With a ruttick, a cluttick, a wallet, a 

satchel, Oh! rare May-day. 





WE ARE REQUESTED by Mr, John Dryden the 





* Both of these gentlemen are now no more, 
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A THANKSGIVING FOR SLEEP. 
(From the Family Herald.) 


O earth; so full of dreary noises ! 
O men with wailing in your voices! 
© delved gold! that wailers heap ! 
O strife! O curse that o’er it fall! 
God makes a silence through you all, 
And giveth His beloved sleep ! 
Mrs, BROWNING, 


Not only God’s beloved sink 

Into the soft embrace of sleep ; 

Not only those who strive to link 
The sweet humanities of love 

To charity and hopes above ; 

But even souls that dare not weep, 
Stern spirits or rebellions, find 
This solace of the o’erwrought mind. 


God’s mercy is not to the pure 
And to the penitent alane ; 

The just and the unjust endure 

The good and evil that we make, 
Which we with joy or sorrow take. 
The athiest who derides, as one 
Without a hope, the man of crime 
Receives this boon of love sublime. 


O winged dreams that oft have still’d 
The beatings of this bosom here ; 
What if ye be all unfulfilled, 

Ye are a foretaste of the light, 

With Truth, the everlasting, bright, 
Which is the pledge to Faith and Fear 
That when we sleep, and earth forsake, 
We only rest to rise awake, 


For here O man, however wise, 

,\The eyes are darkened, weak, and dim ; 
Doubts, terrors, and repinings rise 
Within the heart; but as we rest 
Some influences pure and blest— 

Some echo of the choral hymn 
Descend, and we forget to weep ! 
Thank God for life, and death, and sleep. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 








= 








DRAMATIC INSTITUTION, Goueu-Sr. 
Wurson-St., Gray’s Inn Lane. ( Established 
1815.) This Institution, long known and cele- 
brated as Pym’s Private Theatre, is now open 
for the reception of Members. The Ward-robe 
is supplied by Mr. Nathan, the celebrated 
Costumier, and the Scenery and Properties are 
equal in extent and variety to any theatre in the 
kingdom. Terms of Subscrition Five Shillings. 
For further particulars apply to the manager, 
at the Theatre, any evening between 7 and 10 
o'clock. The Theatre may be hired by Clubs 
aud Dramatic Societies upon moderate terms, 


ABINET THEATRE LIVERPOOL ST., 

Kine’s Cross. Open every Monday and 
Friday nights from 8 until 10 0’clock. Ins'ruc- 
tion given in elocution and general stage-business, 
The theatre has been redecorated, and four 
private boxes added, and is to be let by the 
night for Amateur Performaces, Concerts, or 
Lectures. A few members wanted to complete 
a club, 


ISTORICAL AND INSTRUCTIVE AD- 
DITION. — Magnificent Group of the 
Queens of Henry VIII., the most touching 
subject in British History, showing the splen- 
did jewellery and costumes of the period ; also 
the great Russian Giant, Loushkin, 8 feet 5 high. 
“This is one of the best sights in the metro- 
polis.”"—The Times. Madame TUSSAUD and 
SON’S EXHIBITION, Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman Square. Open from Eleven till Ten. 
Admission Is. ; Napoleon’s Room and Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d. 


CASINO DE VENISE, 218, Hicu Hotgporn. 
This most Commodious, Elegant, and comfortably 
appointed Ball Room is Open every Evening. 
Mr. W. M. Packer’s celebrated Band, com- 
prising the following distinguished professors, 
viz. :—Messrs. Zerbini, E. C. Frewin, T. Field, 
Chinery, T. E, Thompson, C. Marriott, W. H. 
Barrett, John Cruft, W. Griffiths, George 
Taylor, Chapman, R. Kimber, Jones, W. White, 
F. Berrington, R. S. Rockstro, Whitehead, 
Joseph Tyler, James Tyler, Luke Berrington, 
E. B. Erlam, J. Thomas, Chas, Thomas, Josh, 
Thompson, &c. &c., will perform all the new 
and favourite Dance Music, by every composer 
(native and foreign) of repute; including those 
of Labitzky, Bosisio, Coote, Tinney, D’Albert, 
Jullien, J. B. Zerbini, H. Oakey, T. Browne, E, 
C. Frewen, T. Baker, Montgomery, W. Guernsey, 
Pilodo, Wallerstein, J.M. Jolly, Koenig, Marschan, 
Ernesto, &c. &c.; commencing each evening 
with a GRAND OVERTURE by one of the 
following composers :—Rossini, Weber, Auber, 
Balfe, &c. Musical director and conductor— 
Mr. W. M. Packer. Master’s of the ceremonies 
—Messrs. Giovannelli, Wood, and Henry Mott. 
The picture galleries, divan and balconies, 
command a complete view of the ball-room. 
Doors open at half-past Seven and close at 
Twelve. Admission ls. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Three Months +» One Shilling 
Six Months ... «. Two Shillings. 
Twelve Months -- Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock for 
the Proprietor, by 8. Y. ola Fleet-street, to be had 
of Vickers, Holywell-street ; Allen, Warwick- Jane ; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Gilbart:| Paternoster Rew; andall 
Booksellers and Newsvendors. 

Manchester, J. Heywood, 170, Deansgate: and Mr. 
Lynch, Market Street ; Birmingham, W. Pratt, 82, Digbeth; 
J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, Liverpool, To be had 
by order in any of the Provincial Towns, 




































































